THE TAYLOR GRAZING ACT
AN ACT
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) Be i1 enacted by ihe Senate and Houpe .of
Representatives of tis United 3tates of Agericy
in Congresa assembled. That 1n order to promote
the highest use of the public lands pending 1ts
final disposal, the Seoretary of the Interior is
authorized, in his discretioa, by order to estab—
11sh grazing districts or additions thereto and/or
to modify the boundaries thersof, not exceeding
in the aggregate an ares of one hundred and
forty-two million acres of vacant, unappropriated,
and unreserved l\ands from any part of the public
dowain of tha United States {exclusive of Alaska},
which ars not in national forests, national parks
and monuments, Indian reservations, revested
Oregon and California Railroad grant lands, or
revested Coos Bay Wagon Road grant lands, and
which in his opinion are chiefly valuable for
grazing and raising forage crops: Provided.
That no lands withdrawn or reserved for any other
purpose shall be ircluded in any such district
except with the approval of the head of the de-
partment having jurisdiction thereof. Nothing in
this Act shall be construed in any way to diminish,
restrict, or iwmpatr any right which has Deen
heretofors or may be hereafter initiated under
existing law validly affecting the public lands,
and which is maintained pursuant to such lav
except as othervise expressly provided in this
Act, nor to affact any land heretofore or here-
after surveyed which, except for the provisions
of this Act, would be a part of any grant to any
State, nor as limiting or restricting the power
or authority of any State as to natters within
its jurisdiction. W¥henever any grazing district
18 established pursuant to this Act, the Secretary
shall grant to owners of lind adjacont to such
district, upon application of any such owner,
such rights—of-way over the lands included in
such district for stock-driving purposes as 3zay
be necessary for the convenient access by any such
owner to xarketing facilities or to lands not
within such district owned by such person or upon
which such person has stock-grazing rights.
Neither this Act nor the Act of December 29, 1916
{39 Stat. 862; U. S. C., title 43, secs. 291 and
following), commonly known as the "Stock Raising
Homestead Act”, shall be construed as limiting the
authority or policy of Congreas or tho President
to include in national forests public lands of the
character describud in section 24 of the Act of
March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. 1103; U. S. C., title 16,
s00. 471), as amended, for the purposes set forth
in the Act of June 4, 1897 (30 Stat. 33; V. S. C.,
title 18. sec. 475)., or such other purposes as
Congress may specify. Before grazing districts
are created in any State as herein provided, a
nesring shall be held Ln the State, after publio
potice theresof shall have been given, at such
location convenient for the attendance of State
vffiocials. and the settlers, residents, and live~

stock owners of the vicinity, as may be deter—
3ined by the Secretary of the Intertior. No such
district shall be established until the expira-
tion of ninety days after such notice shall have
been given, nor until tventy days after such
hearing shall be held: Provided. howevar, That
the publication of such aotice shall have e
effect of withdrawing all public lands withia tde
exterior bouadary of such proposed grazing dis-
tricts from all forms of entry or settlement.
Nothing ia this Act shall be construed as in any
way altering or restricting the right to hunt or
fish w1thin a grazing district ln accordance witd
the laws of the United States or of any State., of
as vesting i{n any peraittee any right =hatsoevasr
to interfere with hunting or fishing within a
grazing district.

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Interior shall
make provision for the protection, adsinistra-
tion, regulation, and izprovement Of such graz:izg
districts as nay be created under the authority
of *he foregoing section. and he 3hall make such
rules and regulat:ons and establish such servile,
enter into such co—operative agreements, ard 2o
any and all things necessary to accoecplish the
purposes of this Act and to insure the objects of
such grazing districts, namely. to regulate “herir
occupancy and use, to preserve the land and {:s
resources from destruction or unnecessary lajury.
to provide for the orderly use, ioprovement: and
development of the range: and the Secretary or
the Intarior i{s authorized to continue the study
of erosion and flood control and to peiform such
work as 3ay be necessary amply to protect and re-—
habilitate the areas subject to the provisions of
this Act, through such funds as 2ay be 2zade
available for that purpose, and any willful vio-
lation of the provisions of this Act or of such
rules and regulations ‘hersunder after actual
notice ihereof shall be punisnable by a fioe of
not zore than $300.

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Interior is
hereby authorized to issue or cause to be 138ued
permits to graze livestock on such (razing dis-
ericts to such bona fide settlers, residents, acd
other stock owners as uander his rules and regula-
tions are entitled to participate in the use of
‘he range, upon the payment annually of reasonable
fees in each case t0 be fixed or determined Irom
time to time: Provided., That grazing persits
shall be issued only to citizens of the Unlied
States or to those who have filed the necessary
declarations of iantention to become such, as
required by the naturalization laws and to groups,
associations, or corporations authorized to con-
duot business under the laws of the State in
waich the grazing district 1s located. Preference
shall be given ia the issuance of grazing permits
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to those within or near a district whe are land-
owners engaged io the 1ivestock buxinems, bona
fide oooupants or settlers, or owners of water or
water rights, as aay be necessary 1o perait the
proper use of lands, water, or watesr rights
owned, occupied, or leased by them, except that
until July 1, 1935, no preference shall be given
in the issuance of such permits to any such
owner, occupant, or settler, whose rights were
acquired between January 1, 1994. and December
31, 1934, both dates inclusive, except that no
permittee coaplying with the rules and regula-
tions laid down by the Secretary of the Interior
shall be denied the recewal of such persit, if
such denial will impair the value of the grazing
gnit of the permittee. when such unit is pledged
as security for any bona fide loan. Such permits
shall be for a period of not more than ten years,
subject to.the preference right of the permittiees
to reneval {n the discretion of the Secretary of
the Interior. who shall specify froa time to tinze
numbers of stock and seasons of use. Duriag
periods of range depletion dus to severe drought
or other natural causes, or in case of a general
epidemic of disease, during the life of the
perait, the Secretary of the Interior is hereby
authorized, in his discretion to reeit, reduce,
refund in whole cr in part, or authoriZe post-
ponement of payment of grazing fees for such
depletion period so long as the emergency exists:

furiber. That nothing in this Act shall
be construed or administered in any way to di-
ainish or impair any right to the possession and
use of water for miniag, agriculture, manufactur-
ing, or other purposes which has Leretofore
vested or accrued under existing law validly
affecting the public lands or which »zay be here-
after initiated or acquired and oaintained in
sccordance with such law. So far as consistent
with the purposes and provisions of this Act,
grazing privileges recognized acd acknowledged
shall be adequately safeguarded, but tae creation
of a grazing district or thvu issuance of a permit
parsuant to the provisions of this Act shall not
create any right, title, interest, or estate in
or to the lands,

Sec. 4. Fences, wells, reservoirs, and other
improvesents necessary o the cere and management
of the permitted livestock may be constructed oa
the public lands within such grazing districts
ander permit issued by the authority Jf the
Seoretary, or under such co-operative arrangeaents
as the Secretary 3aay approve. Permittses shall
be required by the Secretary of the Interior to
cowply with the provisions of law of the State
within which the grazing district is located with
respeot to the cost and aaintounance of partition
fences. No permit shall be issued which sball
entitle the peraittee to the use of such improve-
sents constructed and owned by a prior occupant
until the applicant has paid to such prior oo=-
cupant the reasonable value of such improveaents
to be determined under rules and regulations of
the Secretary of the Interior. The deciaica of
the Secrstary in such cases is to be [inal and
oconclusive,

Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Iaterior
shall permit, under regulations to be presoribed
by him, the free grazing vithin such districts of
1ivestock kept for domestic purposes; and pro-
vided that so far as authorized by exiating law
or laws hereinafter enacted, nothing hereia con-

tained shall prevent the use of timber, stone,
gravel, clay, coal, and other deposits by ainers,
prospectors for aineral, bona (fide settlers and
residents, for firewood, fencing, buildings.
aining, prospecting, and domestic purposes within
areas subjeot to the provisions of this Act.

Seo. 6. Nothing herein contained shall re—
strict the acquisition, granting, or use of
perasits or rights-of-vay within grazing districts
under existing law; or ingress or egress over the
public lands in such districts for all proper and
lawful purposes; and nothing herein contained
shall restrict prospecting, locating, developing,
aining, ¢ontering, leasing, or patenting ‘the
aineral resources of such districts under law
applicable thereto.

Sec. 7. That the Secretary of the Intertior is
hereby authorized, in his discretion, to examine
and classify any lands withdrawn or reserved by
Executive order of November 26, 1934 (numbered
6910), and amendments thereto, and Executive
order of February S5, 19353 (nusbered 5964). or
within a grazing district, which aro more valuable
or suitable for the prouduction of agricultural
crops than for the production of native grasses
and forage plants, or wmore valuable or suitable
for any other use than for the use provided [(or
under this Ast, or proper [for acquisition in
satisfaction of any outstarding lien, exchange or
scrip rights or land grant, and %o ocpen such
lands to entry, selection, or location for dis-
posal in accordance with such classification under
applicable public-land laws, except that hoze~
stead entries shall not be allowed for tracts
exceeding thAree hundred and tsenty acres in area.
Such lands shall not be subject to disposition.
settloment, or occupation until after the saze
nave been classified and opened to entry: 29—
vided, That locations and entries under the
ainiag laws, including the Act of February 29,
1920, as amended, pay be zade upon such vithdrawn
and reserved areas without regard to classifica-
tion and without restrictions or liaitation by
any proviston of this Act. ¥here such lands are
located within grazing districis reasonable notice
shall be given by he Secretary of the Interior
to any grazing permittees of such lands. The
applicant, after his entry. selection, or loca-
tion is allowed, shall be entitled to the posses-
sion and use of such lands: Providjed, That upon
<he application of any applicant qualifled 1o
sake eatry, sslection, or location, uader tle
public-land laws, filed in tie land office of ‘he
proper district, the Secretary of the Iaterior
shall cause any tract to be classified. and such
spplication, if allowed by the Secretary of the
Interior, shall entitle the applicant to a pref-
erence right to enter, select, or locate such
lands L{f opened to entry as berein provided.

Sec. 8. (a) That where such action will pro—
mote the purposes of the district or facillitate
{ts administration. the Secretary 1is authorized,
for the purposes of this Act only, to accept on
behalf of the United States any lands within the
exterior boundaries of a grazing district as a
gL,

(b) ¥hen public interests will be bdenefited
thereby the Secrestary is avthorized to 3ccept on
behalf of the United States title to any privately
owned lands within or without the boundaries of &
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State. land e:iher of equal value or of egual
screage: Prgvice:. That nc Stete shall select

putlic lands an a grazing disirict irc furtherance
of ary exchange unless the lands offerec by 1ihe
State :n such excharge lie within suchk grazing
district and the selected lands lie in a reason-
ably ccepact body which I8 8o located as nol to
irterfere with the adzinistration or value of the
rezain:ing sand in such disirict for grazing pur-
pores as set forth in this Act

Kher. an exchange is based on lends of equal
acreage and the selected lands are riceral in
character, the patert thereto shall contain 8
reservaticn of all einerzls to the Uznited States;
and ir making exchanges c¢f equai acreage thc
Secretary of the Intericr is authorized to accept

title to offered lends which Bre zireral 1in
character, with ¢t cineral reservetion to the
Stete.

For *he purpose of effecting excharges based
or lands ¢! equal toresge the jdentilicelion and
area of unsurveyed school secticns zay be deter-
kined ty prosraction or othervise. The selection
by the State of lands 4r lieu ol any such pro-
tracled school sections shall be o waiver of all
of its right to such secticns.

{d: Eefore ary 1uch excharpge uncer ih1s sec-
tiorn shzll be effected, nctice of the ccnlecplated
exchange, cescriting the lands irvolved, skell be
putlished by ihe Secretary of the Intericr ooce
each weer for fcur SuccCessive weexs 12 sOoze news-
gaper of genertl circulation in tle counly or
courties in which may be situzted the lands to be
accepted, and in the same manner in sose like
newspape¢r published in any county ir which may be
situsted any lands to be given in wuck exchangse;
1ands conveyed to the Urited States under 1iLis
Act shall, upor accepiance of title, become public
lands, and if located within the exterior bound-
aries of s grazicg district they shall become 8
part of the district within the bourdaries of
which they are lccated: Proviced. That either
party to an exchange btasel upon equal value under
this section gay make reservations of zinerals,
sasecernts. or rights of use. WMherle reservations
are zade ir lapds conveyed either to or by the
United States the right to enjoy thex shall be
sutject tc such reasonatle conditions respeciing

izgress ard egres: and ihe urc ¢! the surface cf
the isnd as may Ue deezeZ recessery. DBrere
rineral rescrvaticns are sacde ty he grantor ir
iands coaveyel ty the Unlited Siates. it stell te
90 zlipulated iz the prtent, BnZ any person wnc
prespects for ©r acquires the right s mine end
rercve the reserved rineral Zepccits tay enter
and occupy 83 £uch ¢f “he surfile as zayv be re-
qu.red for &li purposes incident 195 the Frospesi-
ing fer. pizing asd reccvil ¢f the minerals there-
froe, and may zine and rescve s.clh ginarals. upen
pay=ent tc the cwrner ¢! the surlzce fcr dazziges
cauyed 1o the laudé and icprovezents therecn NoO
fee shali be cLarged for eny exchenge of iand
ga“e under this Act except one-tall cf the ccs=t
cf publishing netice o©f a prcposed excharnge as
herein provided.

Sec. 9. The Secreiary of the Intericr shell
provide, bty guitable rules anc regulations. for
co-cperation with local associztiors of stcck-
men, State land offic:als, and offacial 1etle
agencies engaged in ccnservation or propagetion
of vild 11fe interested i1 the use of the grazirg
districts. The Secretary cf the Interscr ahall
provide by appropristie rules and regulations for
local hearings cn appeals froz *he decisions of
the adeinistrative cfficer in charge in & manner
similar to the procedure in the land departeernt.
The Secretary of the Intsricr zhall also be en-
povered to accept contritutions toward the sd-
sinistration, protection, and izprovement of the
district, moneys so received tc be covered into
the Treasury as 8 special fund, which is heredy
sppropriated and made avallatle until expended,
as tbe Secretary ¢f the Intericr may direct, for
paywent of expenses incident to said sdxinistra-
tion, protectioc, and jmprovezent, anc for refunds
tc depositors ¢! aspounts contrituted by them ir

. excess Of their share of the cost.

Sec. 1C. Tha', except as providad ic sections
¢ and )} herecf, all moneys received under the
authority of this Act shall be deposited in i)
Treasury of the United Stsles as riscellanecus
receipts, but 25 per cectur of cll woneys re-
ceived under this Act duricg azy fiscal year i
bersby made available, whed apprcpristed by the
Corgress, for expenditure by the Secretary of the
Interior for 1tbe construction, purchase, or
pairilenance of range izproverments, and 5C per
ceztuz 0f the morey received under this Act during
any fiscel year shall be paic at the end therec!
by the Secretary c¢f the Trezsury to the State ip
shich the grazing districis or the lands producircg
such moneys are zituated, to be expended as the
State Legislature of such State Zay prescribe for
ths benefit of the county or ccunties in which
the grazing districls or the lanis producing such
moneys are situsted: Providei. That if any
grazing district or any leased tract l» {4 mOTe
than one Stste or county, the distributive share
\0 each froa the proceeds of said district or
lensed tract shall be proportional to its ares in
said district or leased tract.

Sec. 11. That when appropristed by Congress,
2% per centuz ©f 8ll soneys received froe esck
grazing district oo Indian lands ceded to the
United States for disposition under the publio-
land lass during any fiscal year is hereby made
available for expeaditure by the Secretary of the
Interior for the coastructiorn, purchase, or
saintenance of range izprovements; and an addi-
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tional 25 per centus Of the =zoney received froam
grazing during each fiscal year shall be pald at
the end thersof by the Secretary of the Treasury
to the State in which said lands are situated, to
be oxpcndod as the State legislature may prescribe
for the benefit of public schools and public roads
of the county or counties in which such grazing
lands are situated. And the resaining 50 per
centus of all money received from such grazing
lands shall be deposited to the credit of the
Indians pending (inal disposition under ap-
plicable laws, treaties, or agreeaents. The ap-
plicable public-land laws as to sajid Indian ceded
lands within a district created under this Act
shall continue in operation, except that each and
every application for nonmineral title to said
lands in a district created uader this Act shall
be allowed only if in the opinion of the Secretary
of the Interior the land is of the character
sulted "to disposal through the Act under which
application is made and such entry and disposal
will not affect adversely the best public interest,
but no settlement or occupation of sucn lands
shall be permitted until ninety days after al-
lowance of an application.

Sec. 12. That the Secretary of the Interior
{s hereby authorized to co—operate #ith any
department of the Governaent 1a carrying Jut the
purposes of this Act, and in the co-ordination of
range administration, particularly where the same
stock grazes part tize in a graziag district and
part time in a national forest or other reserva-
tion.

Sec. 13. That the President of the United
States is asuthorized to reserve Dby proclamation
and place under national-forest adainistration 1in
any State where national forests zay be created
or enlarged ty Executive order any unappropriated
public lands lyirg within vatersheds foraing 23
part of the national forests which, in his opin=-
fon., can best be administered in connection with
existing national-forest administration units,
and to place under the Interior Departizent ad-
ministration any lands within national forests.
principally valuable for grazing, which, in mis
opinion, can test be administersd under the pro—
visions of this Act: Pryvided, That such Teserva-
tions or transfers shall not :nterfere with legal
rights acquired under any public-land laws so
lonog as such rights are legally maintained.
Lands placed under the national-forest administra-
vion under -he authority of this Act shall be
subject %o all the laws and regulations -elating
Lo national forests, and lands placed uncer .ha
Interior Departzent adainistration shall be suo-
ject to all public-land laws and regulations ap~
plicable to grazing districts created under au-
}hority of this Act. Nothing in this section
shall be construed so as to limit the powers of
thé President (relating to reorganizations in the
executive departments) granted by title 4 of the
Aot entitled “"An AcCt wmaking appropriations for
the Treasury and Post Office Deparizents for the
fiscal year ending Juns 30. 1934, and for other
purposes”, approved March 3. 1933.

Sec. 14. That section 2455 of the Revised
Statutes,, 3s amended, i3 amended to read as
follows:

“Sec. 2435. Notwithstanding the provisions

‘of section 2337 of the Revised Statutes (U. S.

C., title 43, sec. 678) and of the Act of August

- —ey .
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30. 1890 (28 Stat. 391), it shall bde lawful for
the Secretary of the Interior to order {nto
market and sell at public auction, at the land
office of the district Ln which the land i3
situated, for not less than the appraised value,
any isolated or disconnected tract or parcel of
the public domain not exceeding seven hundred and
sixty acres which, ln his ‘udgment, it would Dbe
proper to expose for sale after at least tuhirty
days’ notice by the land office of the district
in which such land =may be si1tuated: Provided.
That for a period of not less than thirty dJays
after the highest bid has been received, any
owner or owners of contiguous land shall have a
prefegence right to buy the offered lands at such
highest bid price. and where two or more persons
apply to exercise such preferences rignt tae
Secretary of the Interior 1is authorized td 3ake an
squitable division of the land among such appli-
cants, but in 1o case shall the adjacent land
owner or owners De required 0 pay 3ore “han
thres tizes the appraised price: Previied ;.7°n9l.
That any .egal suodivisions 2f he puo.ic .and,
aot exceeding one hundred and sixty acres. he
greater part of which 1s 3aouatairous or w00 rough
for cultivation, 2ay, in the discretion 2f the
sa1d Secrstary, be ordared tinto the 2arket and
sold pursuant to this section upoa the application
of any person #ho owns tand or Xolds a val:d
entry >f lands sdjoining such tract, regardless
of the fact that such™ %ract 2aay not be isolated
or disconnected within tae zeanintiy of ihis sec-~

cron: prgvided fyrsher, That this secticon shall
not defeat any valid right 7hich nas already

attached under any pending entry or location.
The word 'person’' in this section shall be dsened
to include corporations, partaerships, and as-
sociations.”

Sec 15. The Secretary of -he Interior is
rurther authorized, in his dascreticn, wners
vacant. uJnappropriated. and anreserved iands of
the public dozain are so situated as 1ot 'O
Justify their inclusion in any graz:ing district
to be sstablished pursuant %o :his Act. %9 Laase
any such lands for grazing purposas. apon such
terms and conditions as the Secretary zay pre—
scribe: Proviieq. That preference shall ce given
10 owners, homesteaders, lessees, or siher Lawful
occupants of contiguous lands %o the 2axtent
necessary to permit proper use Of such contizuous
lands, #xcept, that ~hen such .solated or dis-
sonnected tracts embrace ssven nundred and sixty
acres or less. the owners, homesteaders, lessees,
st other lawrul sccupants 3 lands contiguous
thereto or cornering thereon shall have 2 orefl-
erence right to leass :he whole of such ract
during a period of ninety days aftar such tract
is offered for lease, upon the ter=s and condi-
tions prescribed by the Secretary.

Sec. 16. Nothing in this Act shall be con-
strued as restricting the respective States (rom
enforcing any and all statutes enacted for police
regulation, nor shall the police power of ‘the
respective States be, by this Act, :iapaired or
restricted, and all laws nerstofore snicted by
the respective States or any thereof, or hat may
hereafter be enacted as regards public health or
public welfare, shall at all tizes be 1in full
force and effect: Provided, howevar, That nothing
in this section shall be construed as limiting or
restrioting the power and authority of the United
States.




